
Dear President Thiessen, Treasurer Getty, and TTO Board: 
  
I recently had the opportunity to read the decision in the case between the Lyons TTO and Lyons 
Township District 204.  I would like to share the position of the La Grange Area Department of Special 
Education (LADSE) as it pertains to this case and possible next steps.   
  
As outlined in the verdict, the legal expenses encumbered over the past eight years are astronomical, 
especially when one considers that taxpayers who reside within District 204's feeder elementary 
districts have essentially paid twice the legal costs for this lengthy lawsuit since their elementary 
districts pay the TTO costs and their property tax bills in part support District 204's legal costs. 
  
LADSE is a very similar organization to the TTO in that we are not a taxing body nor do we receive any 
direct federal or state grant revenue to support our operations.  Our revenue comes exclusively from 
our member districts.  Because of this and especially in challenging economic times as we are in right 
now, LADSE is very sensitive to the costs that we pass along to our membership and try to look at the 
overall value to the cooperative before making significant financial decisions.  As one of your member 
organizations, we expect the same from the TTO. 
  
I understand the verdict in this case favored District 204 and that the awarding of approximately 
$750,000 to the TTO is significantly less than what the TTO had originally requested in the lawsuit.  I 
further understand that either the TTO or District 204 have the ability to appeal the decision.  In the 
communication sent yesterday which you were included on, Dr. Kilrea indicated that District 204 was 
not interested in pursuing an appeal.  I am requesting on behalf of LADSE that the TTO make a similar 
commitment.  This lawsuit has stretched out far too long at the expense of all Lyons Township residents. 
Appealing this decision will only have a negative impact on the ability to educate our students moving 
forward. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Ellie Ambuehl, Ed.D. 
Executive Director 
La Grange Area Department of Special Education 
1301 W. Cossitt Ave. 
LaGrange, IL  60525 
ph. 708-482-1188 
fax.708-354-0733 
 


